Intrahepatic portal venous variations: prevalence with US.
A prospective ultrasound study was undertaken to determine the prevalence of variants of the intrahepatic branching of the portal venous system. Of the 507 patients examined, 55 (10.8%) had trifurcation, 24 (4.7%) had a right posterior segmental branch arising from the main portal vein, 22 (4.3%) had a right anterior segmental branch originating from the left portal vein, and one (0.2%) had absence of the horizontal segment of the left portal vein. Not one patient had complete absence of the right portal vein in this series. The remaining 405 (79.9%) patients had normal distribution of the portal venous system; some patients of the normal group had minor variations in distribution.